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Banned & Challenged Books You Can’t Ignore
In recognition of Banned Books Week 2025

Print. Pick your poison. Power through the pages.

Classics & Literary Fiction

o 1984 — George Orwell

o Animal Farm — George Orwell

o Brave New World — Aldous Huxley

o Ulysses — James Joyce

o Lady Chatterley’s Lover — D. H. Lawrence
o Tropic of Cancer — Henry Miller

o Lolita — Vladimir Nabokov

o The Grapes of Wrath — John Steinbeck

o The Catcher in the Rye — J.D. Salinger

o The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn — Mark Twain
o To Kill a Mockingbird — Harper Lee

o Of Mice and Men — John Steinbeck

o Fahrenheit 451 — Ray Bradbury

o A Clockwork Orange — Anthony Burgess

Modern / Contemporary Literary

o Beloved — Toni Morrison

o The Bluest Eye — Toni Morrison

o The Handmaid’s Tale — Margaret Atwood

o The Satanic Verses — Salman Rushdie

o The Kite Runner — Khaled Hosseini

o The Perks of Being a Wallflower — Stephen Chbosky
o The Color Purple — Alice Walker

o The Poisonwood Bible — Barbara Kingsolver

o The Things They Carried — Tim O’Brien



YA & Middle Grade / Frequently Challenged

o The Hate U Give — Angie Thomas

o Looking for Alaska — John Green

o All Boys Aren’t Blue — George M. Johnson

o Drama — Raina Telgemeier

o George / Melissa (Alex Gino)

o Persepolis — Marjane Satrapi

o Eleanor & Park — Rainbow Rowell

o Speak — Laurie Halse Anderson

o The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian — Sherman Alexie
o Thirteen Reasons Why — Jay Asher

o The Giver — Lois Lowry

o The Outsiders — S.E. Hinton

o | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings — Maya Angelou

Graphic Novels / Memoirs / Comics

o Maus — Art Spiegelman

o Persepolis — Marjane Satrapi

o Fun Home — Alison Bechdel

o Gender Queer — Maia Kobabe

o This One Summer — Mariko Tamaki & Jillian Tamaki
o The Best We Could Do — Thi Bui

o March — John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, Nate Powell

Children’s / Unexpected Bans

o Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland — Lewis Carroll

o Where’s Waldo? — Martin Handford

o And Tango Makes Three — Justin Richardson & Peter Parnell
o The Lorax — Dr. Seuss

o The Cat in the Hat & other Dr. Seuss titles

o Heather Has Two Mommies — Lesléa Newman

o The Diary of a Young Girl — Anne Frank

International / Governmental Bans

o Doctor Zhivago — Boris Pasternak

o One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich — Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
o Children of Gebelawi (Children of the Alley) — Naguib Mahfouz

o The Golden Notebook — Doris Lessing



Political / Religious / Ideological

o The Anarchist Cookbook — William Powell

o Mein Kampf — Adolf Hitler

o The Communist Manifesto — Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels

o The Protocols of the Elders of Zion — (Propaganda work; banned in
some countries)

Sex, LGBTQ+, or Obscenity Challenges

o Forever... — Judy Blume

o Go Ask Alice — Anonymous

o Crank — Ellen Hopkins

o Breathless — Jennifer Niven

o Last Night at the Telegraph Club — Malinda Lo
o Fun Home — Alison Bechdel

o Two Boys Kissing — David Levithan

Race / Historical / Controversial Themes

o To Kill a Mockingbird — Harper Lee

o The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn — Mark Twain
o Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry — Mildred D. Taylor
o The Bluest Eye — Toni Morrison

o Beloved — Toni Morrison

Violence / Profanity / Obscenity

o Tropic of Cancer — Henry Miller

o Lady Chatterley’s Lover — D.H. Lawrence
o Last Exit to Brooklyn — Hubert Selby Jr.
o American Psycho — Bret Easton Ellis



